The results of an investigation show that there is no statistically significant excess of blood group A in cases of carcinoma of the oesophagus or in cases of benign prostatic hyperplasia.
It has been shown that an association, based on large numbers of cases, exists between the ABO blood groups and gastro-duodenal disease. However, there have been a few reports only of the distribution of the ABO blood groups in oesophageal carcinoma. This paper adds a further 272 cases.
CARCINOMA OF THE OESOPHAGUS
Squamous carcinoma of the oesophagus only is considered in this report, for it was assumed that an adenocarcinoma in the lower third was gastric in origin. The cases were obtained from hospitals in Monmouthshire, Cardiff, Sully, and Bristol, and Table I shows their distribution. The areas designated Glamorgan I and Glamorgan II were defined in a previous report (Beasley, 1960) and the ABO blood groups of the control populations of Glamorgan and Monmouthshire were provided by the Nuffield Blood Group Centre. The controls for the Bristol cases were taken from the report by Aird, Lee, and Roberts (1960) . Statistical analysis of the material according to the method of Woolf (1955) There have been three previous accounts of the distribution of the ABO blood groups in benign prostatic hyperplasia (Walther, Raeburn, and Case, 1956; Prosser, 1959; Bourke and Griffin, 1962 The ABO blood groups of carcinoma of the oesophagus and of benign prostatic hyperplasia 
